Wirral Tennis League

Minutes of Committee Meeting 2
06th Sept 2010

Held at Oxton
1.0 
Present/apologies
1.1
The following WTL committee members were in attendance:

Ken Patrick – Chairman (Neston), Matt Webb – Secretary (Oxton), Geoff Dewhurst – Fixture Secretary (Upton) & Alison Loader (Wallasey Manor)

1.2
The following representatives attended on behalf on their clubs:

Dave Colebourne (Thorndale), Linda Ockenden (Heswall), Martin Stewart (Alderley), Richard Chiverrell & Tom Randall (Birkenhead) & Deb Lowe (Wallasey Manor)

1.3
The following apologies were received:


Val McIndoe (Thorndale), Kevin Mayhew (Helsby), Peter Graham (Pinewood) & Sue Richards (Oxton)
1.4
The following clubs were not represented at the meeting:

Bertram, Cheshire Oaks, Helsby, Hooton, Hoylake, Neston, North Cheshire, Oxton, Pinewood, Port Sunlight, Prenton, St Lukes & Upton.

2.0 
Matters arising
2.1
KP used the following procedure (as for previous meetings) to deal with the problem & action list prepared by GD arising for the period covering week 8 to Week 14, a copy of which for reference is published on the WTL website:


1. Check standard penalty tariff applied correctly


2. Consider appeals received


3. Consider new problems/non standard penalties


4. AOB arising from problems

2.2
The following numbered problems were addressed:


Problem/s 39- 52, 55-57 and 59-62 were confirmed at WTL CM2 as Standard Penalty Tariff Applied Correctly.


The following problems were considered in more detail by the committee and the decision recorded was as follows:

53 & 54 - Heswall appeal upheld, no penalty applied.
58 - Heswall 3 appeal not upheld, result changed from 0-0 and match awarded to Pinewood 1, 16-0.

63 – Cheshire Oaks appeal upheld, no penalty applied
2.3
No action required

2.4
AOB arising from problems – Following the huge disruption caused in week 13 due to the heavy rain, the committee noted that many of the clubs had difficulty correctly interpreting the rules for a rearranged match and this resulted in some significant problems occurring and penalties being applied.  Geoff highlighted to the committee that a reminder is sent out well before the season starts and includes REARRANGED FIXTURES (PLEASE SEE ATTACHMENT BELOW and also refer to website).  Whilst correct reading of the rules would’ve stopped these problems occurring, the committee agreed to look at the wording of the rules covering rearranged matches with a view to making it clearer and would present an amendment to the rules at the next AGM for consideration.  Geoff also reminded the committee that if anybody disagrees or finds any rule/wording unclear then they should propose a change to be considered at the AGM.
2.5
The final positions of the teams competing in the Wirral Tennis League were agreed and ratified with presentations of trophies and team prizes to be awarded on the evening of the Diner Dance being held on 23rd October 2010 at Neston.

3.0
Any other business:

3.1
After receiving several complaints from various clubs Ken highlighted the need for all clubs within the Wirral Tennis League to maintain the standards of their courts.  As a minimum all courts should be presented for play with a clean surface, clear lines and a correctly positioned & measured centre net cord.

3.2
An application to enter a 2nd Men’s team has been received from Wallasey Manor and will be considered at the next AGM
3.3
Teams that finished bottom of the league need to apply for re-election at the next AGM, these being Upton 4 in the mixed league and Bertram 2 in the Men’s league.

3.4
In addition, Neston 1 Men’s team also need to apply for re-election at the next AGM as they missed equivalent to two full matches during the season.

3.5
The committee decided that badges would be the preferred prize for the winning teams for each league.
3.6
Geoff Dewhurst again appealed for anyone with history of the committee of the Wirral Tennis League to contact him as he is still trying to compile this information for the website.

3.7
All clubs need to respond with their final ticket requirement for the upcoming Dinner Dance so the organisers can confirm numbers.

3.8
The date for the next AGM was set as Monday 29th November 2010 at 8pm with Heswall being provisionally offered as the venue which will be confirmed and emailed to all clubs in due course.


Distribution


Committee via email

Clubs via email to nominated contacts and upload to website

Attachment – Copy of pre season notice sent out by fixture secretary

For the WTL 2010 season run as smoothly as possible and hopefully help teams incur zero penalties, I thought it would be useful to provide a few reminders/pointers (or you could refer to the rules):

1. Ensure you are up to date with registrations (very important) and contacts (see below).

2. Know how the ranking system works and players play within the rule (see below).

3. Result card is completed correctly and NAMES are PRINTED.

4. Result card to be with FS within 48 hours of match.

5. Know what to do for unstarted/unfinished matches.
6. Fixture dates cannot be altered (mixed nor mens): for exceptional circumstances see rules.

7. Mens League:
· Season starts w/c Sunday 25 April.
· For men only (some clubs expressed an interest in a ladies league. I will possibly try and arrange something)

· Please register your men (a player can play for a different club from his mixed club).

· A player cannot play in 2 teams in the same week (same match number unless in a rearranged match). Only one higher ranked player can play in a lower team than a lower ranked player. Consider 1st team to be ranked at 1 unless notified to FS (email or on result card). Separate ranking for mens league from mixed league.

8. Give your captains a copy of the rules? Have a copy accessible in your clubhouse?

9. In first instance check website for information (hopefully it will be available soon):

· If you cannot find what you are looking for email me.

· If it is very urgent then telephone me (see website for number).

10. No rule changes this year but a reminder that it is NOT allowed to play a tiebreak only set. You must only play a tiebreak at 6-6 (very heavy penalties). If you disagree then propose a rule change.

11. Floodlights: Clubs MUST either use floodlights for ALL matches (if required) or NO matches (as they have stated).
Some of above in a little more detail:

1.
Registrations:
· Registrations remain same as for last year (see website), you only need to send changes

· When registering a new player, responsibility is with the clubs to ensure that player is not registered with another club (full lists in both name and club/name order are on website).

· When transferring a player it is the new clubs responsibility to also notify all contacts from players previous club at least 48 hours before they play a match and also to confirm communication with Fixture Secretary. Email FS and CC ALL previous clubs contacts unless you have a specific problem in so doing.

· Please delete players who are no longer bona fide members.

· See rules for email format. (E.g. Transfer Adam Nother to NewClub from OldClub).

· Also please ensure contacts are up to date and I have correct email addresses etc (check website and email).

2. Ranking:
· Rankings are individual and are relative to other players within your club using the first match in which the player plays.

· Rearranged matches are also used for ranking (matches are used in chronological order). 

· Sometimes players have equal ranking until they both play in the same set of matches when the equality is resolved.

· The rankings on the website are kept as up to date as possible but it is up to the club to know their own players rankings.

· The rule was changed at AGM 2005 so a player can only play one position (not one pair) above a higher ranked player.

· You can now email FS with a players ranking before they play

3. Result cards:
· Forename and surname are required

· Please ensure NAMES are PRINTED. Some were not last season and were difficult to read. Penalties may be applied.

· Players must play in order, as on card, and player names should be written before start of match.

5.
Unstarted/Unfinished matches:
· It is assumed players turn up for matches and captains complete result card.

· Offered/agreed dates must be written on card, otherwise match is considered complete.

· If not agreed on night the selected date must be emailed by away team to both FS and home team within 3 days.
· If a rearranged match is not completed then it is also classed as a rearranged match (same rules apply).

If there is any way you think the rules could be improved/clarified then please propose a change.

Have an enjoyable problem free season.
Geoff Dewhurst
   Fixture Secretary   Wirral Tennis League

