Proposed small change to scoring system
AGM 2011

	Completed Rubbers
	
	Uncompleted Rubbers

	Current score
	Proposed score
	
	Current score
	Proposed score

	2-0
	6-0
	
	1-1
	3-3

	2-1
	4-2
	
	1-0
	3-0


The only proposed change is where the rubber score is 2-1. The reason for the 4-2 or 3-0 or 3-3 is to avoid fractions (the previous scoring system scored 1 for a rubber and ½ for a set in an unfinished rubber). 

Reasons for proposed change:

1. It is fairer: every match would have 48 points (equivalent to current 16 points) at stake instead of 16-24 points which then:

2. Provides the fairer possibility for:

· 2 tiebreak sets and a 3rd set super tiebreak rubbers 

· or 3 tiebreak set rubbers

· or 2 tiebreak set rubbers

The current scoring system can be unfair for the following reasons:

1. It favours teams playing at clubs with lights (not necessarily clubs with lights unless they are at home) because they have more chance of completing a match (or more sets), particularly early season.

2. It can encourage teams to play a super tiebreak particularly early season when light is a problem. The committee are aware that it can happen even though it is against the current rules. (The penalty would be 8 points). The reason a super tiebreak is not allowed is because it is unfair that a point could be gained by possibly just playing 10-20 points when a full tiebreak set would mean between 24 and over 100 points.
3. It can encourage teams to return a score without playing particularly early season when light is a problem. The committee are aware that it can happen (the penalty would be 8 points).

NB Promotion/relegation is sometimes decided by 1 point

Fixture secretary Report 2010:

FS suggested that rubbers should be 2 sets instead of best of 3 sets in order to solve some of the discrepancies listed above and to save couples who complete the rubber in 2 sets waiting for couples who have 3 long sets.

Items for consideration:

1. Who decides if there is to be a 3rd set? and if so whether it should be full set or a super tiebreak. 

a. Captains (home or away) before start of match

b. Players (1 or 2 or 3 or 4 – possibly as for light) before start of rubber or at 1 set all.

c. Defined in rules (eg always super tiebreak).

2. Match declared complete if ???? points scored (currently 16). There is the same option for captains to declare match complete at any score.

NB For those completing result cards: Fixture secretary would check/correct scorecard. NO penalties would be applied in relation to new scoring system for 2012 season.

Proposed change to promotion/relegation
AGM 2011

Proposal: 

Play off between 2nd to bottom team of higher division and runners up of lower division. Home team would be runners up.

Format: 

· Played 1st Tuesday available after end of normal fixtures and after positions are known (or earlier by agreement of both teams).

· Rubbers of 2 tie break sets. If 8 sets all then team winning most games wins, if still equal then team winning most games in 1st mixed, then 2nd mixed etc. 

· Player qualification: played 4 matches in team (or lower team).

Reasons:

1. Most seasons many teams oscillate between divisions.

2. Half the teams in each division change every year (except top & bottom division)

3. It would make promotion/relegation even more competitive.

4. It would extend interest in what is a short season.

If you would like to discuss the above proposed rule changes or want any clarification then please call Geoff Dewhurst on 653 4117 or 07802 405516
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