MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE WIRRAL TENNIS LEAGUE HELD AT NESTON LTC ON MONDAY 3lst OCTOBER 1988 AT 7.45pm

1. The Secretary read the notice convening the meeting.
2. Representatives of the following clubs were present -Alderley, Bertram, Birkenhead, Heswall, Hooton, Hoylake, Neston, North Cheashie, Pinewood, Port Sunlight, Prenton, St.Lukes, Thorndale, Upton.

Apologies -None.

3. The minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 31st October 1987 having previously been circulated were approved.

4. The Chairman Mr. M Snelson reported on the 11th Season of the league in which problems concerning re-arranged matches has occurred despite the change in Rule 12. This had inevitably put the fixture secretary under considerable pressure. Mr. Snelson felt the root of the problem was that club captains and fixture secretaries were not aware of the rules. There were two notices of motion, one from the committee on a technical point and the other from St. Lukes which would be more controversial. In conclusion Mr. Snelson thanked the committee for their help and reminded clubs that resignations and new applications must be received in writing by lst December and subscriptions were due before 31st December.
5 Fixture Sectetary's Report: For the second successive season bad "weather had caused many problems. The new rule 12 had and had not helped. Mr. Lydiate appealed to club representatives to know the rules and therefore avoid problems. The captains and fixture secretaries were thanked for their help. Mr. Lydiate then gave a breakdown of

the five divisions.

Division 1 was won by Neston for the 4th successive year. and by a margin of over 100 points. Thorndale and Pinewood were involved in a relegation battle but as Birkenhead failed to complete their fixtures it was that club that was relegated.

Division 2 Neston 2 Eventually won the division after a three cornered battle with Hooton and Hoylake. Pinewood 2 were relegate.
Division 3 Port Sunlight were promoted after Birkenhead 2 were penalised with a twelve point deduction for contravening Rule 6. Prenton 2 were relegated.
Division 4  Hoylake 2 were promoted and Prenton 3 relegated.

Division 5 Neston 4 were promoted.
At this point Brian Knott of Birkenhead was allowed to address the meeting concerning the penalties imposed on his club. Whilst admitting that Birkenhead had been at fault for failing to complete its fixtures he felt that it was unfair that the team should be relegated. Mr Knott accepted that it would be unfair to Thorndale that that team should be relegated as a result of awarding 24 points to Pinewood but asked the meeting and the Committee to consider an alternative solution to the problem. Mr Knotts suggestion was that no team should be relegated this season from the lst Division and there should be 9 teams in that division for the 1989 season only. 

After considerable discussion the meeting agreed that the Committee should not be challenged in its decision on this matter. Clubs were aware that they had the power to call an Extra Ordinary General Meeting if they received sufficient support.
6. The Treasurer Mr. Paul Chandler thanked the clubs for their prompt submission of the registration fees and gave a breakdown of the accounts which showed a balance of £398.07. The accounts were adopted t without any discussion.

7. The presentations to the winners of the five divisions were made by Chris Pope the Chairman of Neston LTC tennis section.

lst Division

Neston 1
2nd Division

Neston 2
3rd Division

Port Sunlight 1
4th Division

Hoylake 2
5th Division

Neston 4
Mr Pope welcomed the clubs to Neston and thanked them for their attendance, he asked the Committee and the meeting if some effort could be made to ensure that the standards of dress on court could be improved. Mr Pope also asked if the clubs could combine together to obtain larger discount for the supply of tennis balls.
8. Notices of Motion.

The following notice of motion from the Executive Committee was approved –
Rule 3c to be amended to read -

Call the Annual General Meeting not later than 30th November.
The notice of motion from St Lukes LTC and the amendments from Upton and Alderley concerning Rule 16 were all defeated.
9. Proposals for subscriptions for the 1989 season. The Treasurer proposed that the subscription of £5.00 for each team should remain unchanged.

This was agreed.
10. Election of Officers for the 1989 season.

The following were elected -
Chairman


M.Snelson

Secretary


B.Cain

Treasurer


P.Chandler

Fixture/results Secretary
A.Lydiate

Committee Members
D.Black, N.Cooper, R.Miller
11 Neston LTC were thanked for their hospitality.
Meeting closed at 9.00p.m.
